
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report 
(6 December, 2023 – 30 January, 2024)

6a: Ray Wind update: A grant has been provided to B4RN for the development of the superfast broadband in 
the first phase that will include Birtley and Bavington. Grant funds are still available and details can be received 
from either the Ray Windfunds website at https://raywindfund.co.uk/ or alternatively contact Jo Willis, 
Community Development Officer, on either admin@raywinfund.co.uk  or 07762 179579. 

6b: Road safety in the Parish:  I have shared the latest response from Neil Snowdon (NCC) on the progress of
this matter and you will be asked to agree on what, if anything, the Parish Council should do.  

6c: Electric power supply in the Millennium Green: I am still waiting further details from Northern Powergrid 
to be able to confirm dates for connection. Mid March has been provided to NPg but no confirmation as yet 
received. In the meantime Mr Wilson and Mr Hartshorne are preparing for their aspects of the work in 
preparation of NPg. I am also still waiting for the NPg invoice for their cost of connection.  

6d: Memorial Hall emergency warm hub/Northern Powergrid (NPg) grant: The connection of the generator 
has been completed and will be operational should there be a further long term power outage. Cllr Bloomer and 
I met with the Memorial Hall committee and have agreed on the spend of the remaining grant for items such as 
torches, fuel etc. Responsibilities and timings have been agreed for the opening of the hall should there be a 
long term power outage and an information leaflet will be produced for every household in Otterburn. The cost 
should be minimal but I hope to have details to share at the meeting.

6e: Redevelopment of the Otterburn public toilets: With the toilets still closed after the refurbishment I have 
received and shared with you the message from David Hunt (NCC) saying “As a final part of the refurb works 
the electricity board were upgrading the electricity supply to the building and in the process damaged the main 
water supply pipe.  As a result there is no water supply at the moment which has meant we have had to close 
the facility.“ I will update when I receive more information.

6f: Proposed maintenance work at the Play Area: Mr Hartshorne has advised me that he hopes to undertake 
the agreed work on the ramp at the play area in the next couple of weeks, weather permitting.

6g: Otterburn Welcome pack: Cllr Bloomer and I have provided feedback to Cllr Corkin. We are looking to 
arrange a meeting to complete the initial pack and make it available online.

6h: Community Transport in Redesdale: There have been meetings between the Ray Windfunds and the 
Church & Community Partnership (CCP) in an attempt to set up a community transport scheme within 
Redesdale. If successful then it is hoped the administration of a programme would be managed by CCP with 
local drivers providing the transport. 

9a: Solar light at the play area: It has been highlighted that the solar light is no longer working. Following a 
number of repairs and given its age it has been agreed to purchase a new lantern. I am working to receive a 
recommended product and quote that I hope to share at the meeting.

9b: Litter pick event for spring 2024: You will be asked to consider whether a litter pick event should be 
arranged and if so provide a date.

9c: Power outages and flooding following recent storms: I will provide an update following a meeting with 
the Environmental Agency after storm Isha hit the area. You will be asked to consider what action can be taken 
following the loss of mobile signal and internet when there was a power outage.

9d: Roadside gullies and drains: I have been sharing emails with Glen Harrison (NCC) requesting for work on
clearing the roadside gullies and drains across Redesdale. I am advised that the wagon did visit Otterburn in 
early January but focused only on the main road. Mr Harrison promises me that it will be this way again as soon 
as possible however he advises me there is only one gully wagon for the Tynedale area and ongoing heavy rain
has meant other, higher priority, jobs have had to be attended to first. Additionally I am advised some of the 
drivers have been diverted to drive gritters during the winter.

9e: New X74 bus service for Otterburn: The new service came into effect from 29 January. There are now 
three services to and from Jedburgh and Newcastle all stopping at Otterburn. The timetables have been posted 
on the Parish Council website and will soon be available in the bus shelters across Redesdale as well.

9f: Town & Parish Council spring conference: The next conference is to be held on 12 March and you will be
asked whether a Councillor is available and willing to attend to represent the Parish Council.

9g: Community map on external wall of Memorial Hall: The current map was originally the responsibility of 
the Parish Council. It has become very faded over the years and its frame requires attention. Mr Hartshorne has
taken time to repair the frame and replace the map and there is a request from the Memorial Hall committee to 
reimburse the cost of materials as the time for the work has been volunteered.
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